Guide to the Use of the Pharmaceutical
Microbiology Forum’s New Forum, Version
1

(replacement for the PMFList)

The PMFList, devoted to topics of interest to microbiologists working in
the pharmaceutical, cosmetics, and medical device industries, was
formerly distributed over email via the Internet. While useful, this approach
became prone to interruptions, sometimes spanning weeks, and required
moderation prior to the appearance of questions and answers. Having
become more cumbersome than desired, the email-based approach has
been replaced with a more modern and responsive online forum (this one
the Forum). The online Forum is available for anyone to read, but
submitting questions/answers/comments will require that you sign up for
the Forum. If you have any questions about the Forum, please send them
to dapperdavid59@gmail.com. Thank you!

For the many subscribers to the PMFList, your names and email
addresses from the List were entered into the new Forum registration
(sign-up) tool available to the Forum administrator. As a result, you will
receive an invitation that is similar to the example below:

You're invited to join Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Yahoo/Inbox ¥
Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum = Mon, Feb12at2:08 PM ¥
From: invitation.noreply@websitetoolbox.com

To: jmporteroh@yahoo.com

Hi Judy Porter,
The administrator just set up an account for you on Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum.
Your username is Judy Porter. All you need to do is choose a password.

Visit this link to get started:
http://www.microbiologyforum.org/Forum.html?wtp=%2Fregister%2Freset pw%3Fuserid%3D9554332 %26aid % 3DQley8ICTZ3FMOicCcObBhiPSUDcSTpO

Thank you,
Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum
http://www.microbiologyforum.org/Forum.html

«a @« »




For the time being, it would be a good idea to open up emails from the
Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum with “@wwebsitetoolbox.com”
contained in the Sender information as they will have been issued via the
new Forum software embedded in the Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum
website (microbiologyforum.org). A quick note about the new website: it
operates much faster, and it is secure (https:// versus http://).

The indicated username is derived from your email address. Click on the
link under “Visit this link to get started” in order to go to the Forum at the
site and choose a password. Remember, you can access all of the Forum
content without signing up (via obtaining a password), but you will not be
able to add topics or enter replies.

When you click on the “Visit this link to get started” link, you will be taken
into the Forum and you will see something along the lines of below:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics == Login  SignUp

Reset Password

Username Judy Porter

Password

Use 8 or more characters with a mix of upper and
lower case letters, as well as numbers or symbols

Re-type Password

@ English ~

or:


http://microbiologyforum.org

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

Reset Password

Username Judy Porter
Password disKe1-norraf Strong Password
Use 8 or more characters with a mix of upper and

lower case letters, as well as numbers or symbols

Re-type Password disKe1-norraf Strong Password

@ English ~

The words “Reset Password” may or may not be present. If the version
with the yellow boxes appears, you could choose to use the suggested
strong password (right click on the box, copy the password, and paste it
somewhere safe), or generally you can hover over the box and “choose
your own password). If the option to choose your own password does not
appear, copy and save the suggested strong password, and you can
change the password later.

Once you have a password, you can log-in to the Forum (again, you don’t
have to to view the contents, but you do to be able to start and/or reply to
topics). Below is the log-in screen:

Log In X

Username or Email  Judy Porteer

Password ............. |

Forgot your password?

(J Keep me logged in

R or Create an account




If you are not a subscriber (you haven’t signed up), you may click on “Sign
Up” anywhere it appears in the Forum, such as on the screen below:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Category Login  SignUp

€ General NEW TOPIC

Topics

Latest New Top

Advantages to the new online forum?
Started by Porter Moore Consulting in General: What are some advantages to this new forum?

o2 & 0 O 12nh

You will see this screen:

= Pharmaceuti... Q Topics

Sign Up

Al fields marked with a * are required.

Username *
Please enter the name by which you would like to
log-in and be known on this site.
Email Address *

Your email address will not be publicly revealed.

Password *
Use 8 or more characters with a mix of upper and
lower case letters, as well as numbers or symbols
Forum Terms & Rules* | agree to the Forum Terms &

Rules

Create Account



After completing this form and pressing Create Account, you will see a
notification similar to this:

= Pharmaceuti... Q Topics

Thank you for signing up! We sent a verification email to jmporteroh@yahoo.com. Please follow the instructions in the
email to verify your account. If it doesn't arrive, please check your spam folder or resend the verification email.

along with a Push notification (more about this later):

@ safari Push Notifications X

Get push notifications in your browser to find out what's going on when you're
not on the forum.




You will need to verify your email address as per:

Verify Your Email Address

Yahoo/Inbox Yy

Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum

From: verification.noreply@websitetoolbox.com Unsubscribe

To: jmporteroh@yahoo.com

Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum

Verify your email address

Thank you for joining Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum! To begin using

your account, please verify your email address.

Verify email address

To stop receiving email notifications, unsubscribe.

« @ > -

=

Mon, Feb 12 at 2:53 PM Y¥

You will see the notification below after verifying:

= Pharmaceuti... Q Topics

v Search

Log In Sign Up

/

€ Categories

@ English ~

Your email address has been verified.




You can that click on Categories as shown above to begin viewing Forum
content. The image below shows a screen for a logged in user. Remember
that everything down to examine content described below works just as
well for a user who is not signed up or logged into the forum.

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

The PMFList, devoted to topics of interest to microbiologists working in the pharmaceutical, cosmetics, and medical device industries, was formerly
distributed over email via the Internet. While useful, this approach became prone to interruptions, sometimes spanning weeks, and required
moderation prior to the appearance of questions and answers. Having become more cumbersome than desired, the email-based approach has been
replaced with a more modern and responsive online forum (this one). The online forum is available for anyone to read, but submitting

questions/answers/comments will require that you sign up for the Forum. If you have any questions about the Forum, please send them to
dapperdavid59@gmail.com. Thank you!

Topics  Categories Vel NEW TOPIC

N ) 1 2
eWS. Welcome to the new forum!
Community News & Announcements 13 hours ago by sensereflectact S
1 3
Gener_al n Advantages to the new online forum?
General Discussion 13 hours ago by sensereflectact S
@ English ~ 1 user online ~

% You are offline. Go online

At this time there are two possible categories: News and General. | expect
this to change as per user requests. For example, a Consultant’s Corner
category, or an Environmental Monitoring category, or any other category,
may be added by the site administrator as per user requests.

Click on a category (General in the image below) to see topics.



= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Category

e G
Topics

Latest New Top

Advantages to the new online forum?
Started by Porter Moore Consulting in General: What are some advantages to this new forum?

P2 &0 © 21h

@ English ~

% You are offline. Go online

The title of the topic (or thread) is Advantage to the new online forum? The
starter of the topic is indicated. As is typical for online communities, liking

or disliking the topic may be expressed by selecting a thumbs up or down.
The number of replies to the topic so far is indicated by the number next to

~ » (tworeplies). To see the complete thread, just click on the topic title
and the image below indicates the results:



= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic

& Advantages to the new online forum?
: ¢

B General

Porter Moore Consulting
® 21 hours ago

PM

Junior What are some advantages to this new forum?

Member
1 post - » 0 @ 0

C S critical scientific thinking
® 21 hours ago

Junior For one thing, anyone can read its contents. You no longer have to subscribe in order to do that.

Member
1 post - » 0 % 0

sensereflectact
® 21 hours ago

Junior You only need to Sign Up if you want to post topics or replies. Navigation is easy.

Member
2 posts - i 0 B 0

[ibiicoo [ @ snwe [ Post |
i ol Qosima ] < st




For a logged in user (J in this case), adding a reply just requires clicking
the reply button in the upper right corner and the image below appears:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic

€ Advantages to the new online forum? P
I General [ REPLY

Porter Moore Consulting
21 hours ago

Junior What are some advantages to this new forum?
Member

1 post

CS critical scientific thinking

21 hours ago
Junior For one thing, anyone can read its contents. You no longer have to subscribe in order to do that.
Member
1 post - i» 0 R 0

sensereflectact

21 hours ago
Junior You only need to Sign Up if you want to post topics or replies. Navigation is easy.
Member
2 posts -« i» 0 0

LAl Q & I A- B 7 P o 66 ©

IC
]

I T @D

@ English ~

£ You are offline. Go online

The reply would be typed into the text box next to the user symbol (J in
this case). There are a variety of tools to use next to the REPLY button in
the lower left corner of the text box. To return to the topics list, click on the
arrow next to the category name under the thread (topic) title indicated by
the arrow above:



= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Category

= G %

Topics

Latest New Top

=¥} Advantages to the new online forum?
Started by Porter Moore Consulting in General: What are some advantages to this new forum?

o2 &0 ® 21h

English ~
@ Eng £ You are offine. Go online

One more click on the arrow next to the Category title (General, indicated
by the arrow) takes you to:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

The PMFList, devoted to topics of interest to microbiologists working in the pharmaceutical, cosmetics, and medical device industries, was formerly
distributed over email via the Internet. While useful, this approach became prone to interruptions, sometimes spanning weeks, and required
moderation prior to the appearance of questions and answers. Having become more cumbersome than desired, the email-based approach has been
replaced with a more modern and responsive online forum (this one). The online forum is available for anyone to read, but submitting
questions/answers/comments will require that you sign up for the Forum. If you have any questions about the Forum, please send them to
dapperdavid59@gmail.com. Thank youl!

Topics  Categories Vel NEw TOPIC

1 2
NeWSV n Welcome to the new forum!
Community News & Announcements 13 hours ago by sensereflectact S
1 3
General o Advantages to the new online forum?
General Discussion 13 hours ago by sensereflectact S
@ English ~ 1 user online ~

are offline. Go online



If a user was not logged in and attempted to add a reply, the following
would appear:

Create an account or log in to reply to this topic. X

Create Account LogIn
Username Username or Emai

Forgot your password?
Keep me logged in

I agree to the Terms & Rules.
Create Account

Email Address

If you really want to reply and you have not “created an account” (signed
up), this makes it easy to do so. Otherwise, just log in.

“Push” notifications were referred to earlier. Some of the feedback sent in
response to a request for preferred features indicated that the PMFList
users sometimes liked the fact that notifications of new topics/replies
would appear in their email in boxes. You can emulate that feature by
choosing to have Push notifications sent. Receipt of these requires that
you “created an account” (signed up) for the Forum. If you are such a user
and have logged in, you can enable Push notifications (and make a
number of other adjustments) by clicking the small downward arrow next
to the user symbol (arrow in image below), and selecting Settings:



= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic d m A

& Advantages to the new online forum? JP
= General J Profile
Settings <—
Porter Moore Consulting Edit Profile
a day ago Followed Content
Junior What are some advantages to this new forum?
Member Log Out
1 post . P v -
C S critical scientific thinking
a day ago
Junior For one thing, anyone can read its contents. You no longer have to subscribe in order to do that.
Member
1 post - i 0 B 0
S sensereflectact
21 hours ago
Junior You only need to Sign Up if you want to post topics or replies. Navigation is easy.
Member
2 posts - i 0 % 0
. . Va
Lol osi )

The images below show the wide range of choices available to users who
have “signed in” (and then logged in). The last image shows the
Notifications (Push) choices that will be covered in a little more depth.

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

Account Settings

Username JP

Password Change

Email Address jmporteroh@yahoo.com

Two-Factor Authentication




Preferences

Automatically Follow  Nothing Topics | Start = Topics | PostIn  All Topics

Email Followed Content .
"""""""""""""" Never = Weekly Daily = Immediately

Messages @)

Notifications

Email From Users
Messages
Events
Mentions

New Topics

Post Replies

List Mentions
Followed Content
Post Replies

Liked or Disliked Posts

@ safari Push Notifications

Delete Account

Once you delete your account, there is no going back. Please be certain. Delete Account

English ~
Q g £ You are offline. Go online

As you can see, there are many options. For whatever browser you are
using, sliding the knob next to the Push Notifications (see arrow) enables
them. Note also that should you decide you know longer want to be a
“signed in” (“registered”, “subscribed”) user, you can delete your account.
You will still be able to read all content, but “pushes” will no longer
happen. You can always just go to this screen as a logged in user and
slide the Push enabling back to the left to stop the Pushes.




Returning to to the Topics from this screen just requires you to click on the
three horizontal lines next to the Forum title (Pharmaceutical Microbiology
Forum, see arrow in image below):

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

P CGategories ttings

:= Topics

2 Members

Username JP
i@ Calendar

Password Change
® Chat

ail Address jmporteroh@yahoo.com

hentication

:ally Follow Nothing = Topics | Start = Topics | PostIn  All Topics

ed Content i )

- Never = Weekly @ Daily = Immediately
Offline

Messages @)

Make your choice. In the image below, Topics was selected from the
menu:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

Topics  Categories VIl NEW TOPIC

Latest New Top

Welcome to the new forum!
Started by dapperdavid59 in News: Welcome to the new online forum that replaces the former PMFList that many of

you are familiar with! Invitations have been sent to subscribers to...

o1 i 0 [CRL]

[ Advantages to the new online forum?
Replied by sensereflectact in General: You only need to Sign Up if you want to post topics or replies. Navigation is

easy.

D2 i 0 [OR[:]




It is possible to perform content searches. The typical looking glass search
icon appears towards the middle of the top title bar. Sometimes there is a
blank text box next to it, but often there is not. First select on the type of
content to be searched (categories next to the looking glass icon, press
the downward arrow indicated by arrow in image below):

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

Topics Categories =
Latest New Top

Welcome to the new forum!
Started by dapperdavid59 in News: Welcome to the new online fofum that replaces the former PMFList that many of

you are familiar with! Invitations have been sent to subscribers to...

921 & 0 O 1d

[ Advantages to the new online forum?
Replied by sensereflectact in General: You only need to Sign Up if you want to post topics or replies. Navigation is

easy.

o2 15 0 O 1d

Then the best bet is to click on the triple arrow icon (indicated by arrow
below):

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q Topics

Search
Topics Members
Keywords
Example: space travel OR "outer space" -moon
Author
Categories  Search all categories v
Replies At least s 0 replies
Date  Any date 5
Sort  Relevance v
Display  Topics Posts




Make your entries and press Search.

Sometimes during the testing of the new Forum, strange things would
happen to the interface and something like the image below would appear:

Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Sponsor's Corner

The sponsors of the PMF are absolutely essential to the existence

m eeeeee of the PMF. Each sponsor is listed below in order of the

sponsorship level (ranges from $5000.00/year to $100.00/year),

and then alphabetically. Please click on the sponsor logo to be
taken to a page specific to that sponsor.

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Login  SignUp

Sponsor’s Corner A\SSOCIATES O

The PMFLIst, devoted to topics of interest to microbiologists working in the pharmaceutical, The sponsors of the PMF are absolutely

cosmetics, and medical device industries, was formerly distributed over email via the Internet. While essential to the existence of the PMF.
useful, this approach became prone to interruptions, sometimes spanning weeks, and required Each sponsor is listed below in order of
moderation prior to the appearance of questions and answers. Having become more e the sp level (ranges from

$5000.00/year to $100.00/year), and then
alphabetically. Please click on the
sponsor logo to be taken to a page

than desired, the email-based approach has been replaced with a more modern and responsive
online forum (this one). The online forum is available for anyone to read, but submitting

M4 INCORPORATED

questions/answers/comments will require that you sign up for the Forum. If you have any questions specific to that sponsor. e®®e
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All you have to do to fix this mess is press the Forum navigation button
again and everything returns to normal.

Concluding Comments

As you can see, this is a full-featured Forum with many advantages over
the previous moderated PMFList. Your posts and replies do not need to
wait to be approved by a moderator. All of the replies to a given topic are
grouped together. You do not have to be a registered user to read the
contents. Signing up (creating an account) is rapid, and again does not
require the a moderator to make that happen.

This introductory guide most certainly did not cover all of the features
available in the Forum. The guide is labeled Version 1 because | am sure
more will be added due to suggestions/comments/requests by you, the
user. Please enjoy your new Forum, and thank you!



Added after writing the previous section (I did mention that additional
material can be added), in this case because | found that | forgot to
describe another important feature of the new Forum: the ability to edit
your posts after submission. The first image below shows my first version
of the Welcome to the forum posting in the News category:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic

& Welcome to the new forum! .
™ Nows .

dapperdavid59 _>
® 3 days ago- Edited

Junior Welcome to the new online forum that replaces the former PMFList that many of you are familiar with! Invitations have
Member been sent to subscribers to the former PMFList to join this new forum. Anyone will be able to read the contents of this
1 post new forum. You will only need to join (register, subscribe, any term you like) to this forum if you want to be able to post
topics and replies. There will be a YouTube video describing how to use the forum posted under Training at the new
PMF Forum webpage (microbiology forum.org). | will edit this post when the video is available. Enjoy!

sensereflectact
@ an hour ago

Junior PMC posted a related thread: "What are some advantages to this new forum?"
Member

2 posts - b 0 0
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| initially planned to make a YouTube video covering usage of the Forum,
but | decided to make a pdf document instead. To change (edit) the post,
all I had to do was click on the arrow (indicated by my arrow above):



= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic

€ Welcome to the new forum!
= News ./ c 0~
dapperdavid59 v
4 days ago- Edited
i o— = = —_ Share &
S I, A- B 7 U =i - = P B o 6 © HM

Member Edit 4
1 post Welcome to the new online forum that replaces the former PMFList that many of you are Move -

have been sent to subscribers to the former PMFList to join this new forum. Anyone will k
contents of this new forum. You will only need to join (register, subscribe, any term you lik ~ Delete m
want to be able to post topics and replies. There will be a YouTube describing how to usé  Change Ownership &

Training at the new PMF Forum webpage (microbiology forum.org). | will edit this post wh

Report

available. Enjoy!

Cancel Y (o]

Then select Edit, make my changes, and click on Save:

= Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic
& Welcome to the new forum! -
B News L' U-
dapperdavid59
4 days ago- Edited
Junior Welcome to the new online forum that replaces the former PMFList that many of you are familiar with! Invitations have
Member been sent to subscribers to the former PMFList to join this new forum. Anyone will be able to read the contents of this
1 post new forum. You will only need to join (register, subscribe, any term you like) to this forum if you want to be able to post

topics and replies. There will be a training guide describing how to use the forum posted under Training at the new
PMF Forum webpage (microbiology forum.org). | will edit this post when the guide is available. Enjoy!

And finally, enter the link into the post:

Pharmaceutical Microbiology Forum Q This Topic

€& Welcome to the new forum!
¢ v

s News /s

dapperdavid59
4 days ago- Edited

Welcome to the new online forum that replaces the former PMFList that many of you are familiar with! Invitations have

Junior
Member been sent to subscribers to the former PMFList to join this new forum. Anyone will be able to read the contents of this
1 post new forum. You will only need to join (register, subscribe, any term you like) to this forum if you want to be able to post

topics and replies. There is a training guide describing how to use the forum posted under Training at the new PMF
Forum webpage (microbiology forum.org) here:



